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SMALL VICTORIES AND CALL TO ACTION! 

tain a Certificate of Appropriate-

ness for the interior work of the 

WMVB. A process that would 

required the Trustees to specify 

the exact changes their proposed 

demolition and construction will 

have on the historical signifi-

cance of the interior structure. 

The WMC and Veterans from 

the Posts have appeared at all 

four meetings and 

asked for the HPC 

not to issue a 

waiver of the Sec-

retary of the Inte-

riors standards 

which should have required the 

Trustees to obtain a Certificate 

of Appropriateness  for the inte-

rior. The HPC granted the re-

quest of the Trustees and the 

WMC has been busy appealing 

the HPC’s approval to the waiv-

er the COA for the interior of 

the WMVB. The WMVB is City 

Historical Landmark 84 on the 

exterior, but the interior has not 

been designated as such. The 8th 

District is working to collect the 

historical significance from the 

Posts that have occupied the 

WMVB in order to make the case 

for a historical land marking for 

the interior of the WMVB. What 

that means is we have postponed 

the BOT's construction agenda 

until September 12, 2012 where 

an Appeals Board hearing will be 

conducted at San Francisco City 

Hall, Room 416 at 5:00 PM.  

That was a small victory that 

we've achieved. We need a larger 

victory by having every Veteran 

we know show up at the appeal 

hearing so those officials can feel 

the power of our unity & voice!  

If the Appeal Board overturns the 

issuance of the waiver, the BOT 

will more likely be willing to sit 

down with the WMC and negoti-

ate our differences. Then the 

retrofit can move forward proper-

ly while we preserve the histori-

cal significance and the needed 

space in the WMVB for genera-

tions of Veterans to come. 

SERVICE MEMBERS ALLOWED TO WEAR 

UNIFORMS AT GAY PRIDE PARADE 

By Lauren Steussy, NBC San Diego 

Just a day before cele-

brations begin for this year's 

San Diego LGBT Pride Fes-

tival, the Department of De-

fense authorized all service 

members to wear their uni-

forms during the Pride Pa-

rade. 

The announcement 

comes after a Navy Region 

Southwest authorized sailors 

to march in their uniforms. 

Thursday's announcement is 

the final word for all mem-

bers of the military. 

Approval was largely 

made acceptable by this 

year’s repeal of the federal 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell" poli-

cy. 

 The Office of the Assis-

tant Secretary of Defense in 

Washington sent a memo to all 

branches of the military Thurs-

day afternoon granting the 

approval. 

 "Based on our current 

knowledge of the event and 

existing policies," the memo 

read, "we hereby are granting 

approval for service members 

in uniform to participate in this 

year's parade, provided service 

members participate in their 

personal capacity and ensure 

they adherence to Military 

Service standards of appear-

ance and wear of the military 

uniform." 

 Service members are pro-

hibited from representing their 

military service to campaign 
(Continued on page 5) 
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“The Nation’s first and only predominantly LGBT American Legion Post.” 

By John Forrett, FO 

 

If you have been paying 

attention to this newsletter over 

the last 10 years, you will know 

some of what you are about to 

read.  If this is new to you, then 

please pay close attention.  

There will be a call to action at 

the end! 

Since 2006, the Veterans 

of the San Francisco Posts of 

The American Legion, repre-

sented by the War Memorial 

Commission, the primarily ben-

eficiary of the War Memorial 

Veterans Building (WMVB) 

Trust, have been told beginning 

in mid 2013 through 2015, there 

will be a seismic retrofit of the 

WMVB. All occupants must 

vacate the WMVB during that 

time.  The proposal which was 

adopted by the Trustees will 

reduce the amount of space the 

Veterans currently have by a 

substantial margin when the 

Veterans return in 2015. Addi-

tionally, the veterans will no 

longer be occupying the same 

part of the WMVB as they cur-

rently do. The War Memorial 

Board of Trustees (BOT) is in 

the process of obtaining tempo-

rary space for the Veterans, the 

exact location and the amount of 

space are yet to be known. We 

have responded by asserting our 

rights under the Trust and op-

posed their applications to begin 

the retrofit construction. Our 

goal is to force the Trustees to 

return to negotiating table. Our 

voice is primarily heard through 

The American Legion War Me-

morial Commission (WMC). 

Each month the WMC meets 

and we are updated on the latest 

developments regarding the 

WMVB. The BOT has can-

celled three meetings this year, 

thus, few discussions if any 

have taken place about the pos-

sibilities of negotiations. The 

San Francisco Historical Preser-

vation Commission (HPC) has 

held four meetings to determine 

if the BOT are required to ob-
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A meal of lasagna was served during the 
social hour. The Adjutant was heard to say 
that it was quite good, until the Commander 
told him it was made with turkey and other 
healthy stuff. And here he thought he was 
being bad. 

Commander Tony Benfield called the Gen-
eral Membership Meeting of 16 August 2012 
to order at 1906 hrs. 

The membership was called to attention for 
the presentation of Colors, the recognition of 
the POW/MIA chair and the pledge of alle-
giance. 

At this time, Commander Benfield intro-
duced Nelson Lum, Chairman of the War 
Memorial Commission. The Chairman rose 
to update the membership on the current 
status of the negotiations between the War 
Memorial Commission and the Board of 
Trustees. At present the War Memorial Com-
mission has been appearing before the His-
torical Preservation Commission to object to 
the application the Board of Trustees has 
placed before the Commission, hoping to 
sidestep necessary reviews and concerns 
about the War Memorial Veterans' Building. 
The War Memorial Commission is insisting 
that the Board of Trustees must obtain a 
certificate of appropriateness from the Com-
mission before they can do any work to the 
interior can be done. The building is an his-
toric site and everyone must remember that 
all reviews must be completed before work 
begins. Once the work is completed, it can-
not be undone. The 4-2 vote of the Commis-
sion went against the Veterans, however, 
under the recommendation of Commissioner 
Allen Martinez, a vote was taken to direct 
the Commission staff to prepare a study of 
the historic significance of the interior of the 
building, and whether the interior should be 
granted landmark status. The report is to be 
completed within 90 days. If we can get 

 MINUTES FOR GENERAL MONTHLY MEETING OF 16 AUGUST 2012  

landmark status for the building, nothing can 
be destroyed and the original purpose of the 
building must be preserved.  This morning 
Chairman Lum and the War Memorial Com-
mission attorney, Jerry Sapiro, filed an appeal 
of the Historic Commission's decision and a 
hearing will be held in four weeks. The Chair-
man stated that he would advise the Post as to 
when the appeal would be heard and asked 
that everyone show up to to give our support. 
It is Mr. Lum’s contention that we not go to 
the media at this time. The War Memorial 
Commission hopes to force the Trustees back 
to the table, preferring to negotiate rather than 
litigate.  

At this time, the Commander asked Third 
Vice-Commander McConnell to bring our the 
second tray of lasagna to feed the wolves. 
(Priorities must be maintained.) 

Commander Forrett advised that the camera 
in the back of the hall was there to record the 
proceedings by the 8th District Historian.  

The Commander asked if there were any 
comments on the minutes from the July meet-
ing. The Adjutant reminded the Commander 
that the last meeting was a dinner and officer 
installation and that there were no minutes. 
The Commander then called on the Finance 
Officer, John Forrett, to deliver his finance 
report. The FO advised that the contacted 
Sterling Bank and the CD numbers have been 
updated. (To save space, we will not report the 
numbers, though the full finance report can be 
reviewed on Page 2 of this newsletter.) 
(Although the FO took responsibility for not 
updating the Sterling figures on a monthly 
basis, it should be noted that Sterling does not 
send out monthly or even quarterly statements, 
and we are required to visit them at their of-
fice on 24th and Church.) Mr. Forrett remind-
ed the membership that the Sterling CDs 
would mature in December of this year and we 
would have to decide at that time what will be 
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POST FINANCIAL REPORT 

Post 448 Balance Sheet—as of 17 August 2012 

Accounts Balances 

Wells Fargo Checking $1,414.33 

Wells Fargo Savings $313.09 

Wells Fargo HY Savings $47,031.62 

Saving & Checking Total $48,759.04 

(Legal Fund) Sterling Bank CD ...0309 (23/12/12)* $16,357.27 

Sterling Bank CD ...0290 (23/12/12)* $14,278.51 

Total Value CDs to date: $30,635.78 

Total Cash Assets: 
$79,394.82 

Assets Last Month:+ $81,782.92 

John G. Forrett, Jr., Finance Officer 
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done with the money. He will prepare a pro-
posal so that membership can decide in De-
cember what will be done with all the savings 
funds.  

The Commander asked if there were any 
comments on the finance report. The Adjutant 
moved that the report be accepted as given. 
The move was seconded. There being no fur-
ther discussion, the question was called and 
passed.  

Mr. Forrett continued with comments con-
cerning the retrofit and our status in the build-
ing. He reiterated and thanked Chairman Lum 
for his comments, stating that he too wanted 
to avoid legal action. He stated that the by-
laws for the district had been passed and sent 
on to the Area and Department for approval. 
In adopting new by-laws, the question and 
status of County Council and American Le-
gion War Memorial Commission have been 
resolved and these entities have been absorbed 
into the 8th District. He also told the member-
ship that the Board of Trustees have advised 
the War Memorial Commission that a debris 
box would be made available in September so 
that Posts are able to discard stuff that they no 
longer need and or will not be stored by the 
Trustees. He reminded us that the Trustees 
will only store possessions of the Post and any 
personal items in the office MUST be re-
moved before the September date, otherwise 
they will be thrown out. We also must decide 
what needs to be stored for the duration of the 
retrofit and what needs to be accessible during 
that time. Materials that will be used during 
that period must be stored separately by the 
Post at our expense. Volunteers will be needed 
when the sorting and throwing away is done. 

As Commander of the 8th District, he stated 
that the District was doing well and that a new 
post had been started and more space in the 
building. Post Post 505 has been revitalized 
under the name of Caesar Chavez. The 
Chavez family and foundation has approved 
the use of the name for the Post. Some of the 
members of Post 198 have decided to slit off 
and form their own Post, so again more space 
needed. We are finally having closure with 
Post 911. They have caused much pain and 
damage both to the District and Department, 
and have now been place on suspension. Post 
911 is closing and the District will surrender 
the Post charter to the Department. The offic-
ers of Post 911 did so much damage that no 
one wants the number or the charter. 

Finally he mentioned that it is very ironic 
that the very Post that was initially denied a 
charter, which had to sue the American Le-
gion to get a charter, which had to sue the City 
and County of San Francisco to get space in 
the War Memorial Veterans' Building, the 
very Post that had to bring the War Memorial 
Commission before the Human Rights Com-
mission to insure that they and all other post 
in the District had a seat on that same War 
Memorial Commission, and now all posts 
have a seat on that Commission because of 
that Post. That Post is this Post The very lead-
ership over the last few years, with the support 
and in conjunction with the Cathay Post, has 
produced three District Commander, the Dis-

trict has been solidified and is prospering, 
and will bring about changes in the War 
Memorial Veterans' Building. It is ironic that 
this very samePost is the one that they didn’t 
want in the building or even have a Post 
because it was full of F******* faggots and 
now the faggots are saving it!  

At this time, the Commander called for 
further reports. The First Vice-Commander 
was not present, so the torch was passed to 
Second Vice-Commander Paul Goercke.  

Mr. Goercke welcomed the many guests at 
the meeting and thanked Commander Ben-
field for the meal (even though it was turkey 
and healthy!). I am delighted at having a 
chance again of having an influence in the 
City of San Francisco in this fight. A City in 
which I was born, and served in World War 
II at 18, now 85. The memories I have of this 
City and the growth and its acceptance of 
people who were not many years ago even 
considered people actually. We fight on. 
Thank you. 

The Commander reminded everyone that 
Paul Goercke is a former mayor of Brisbane, 
and Mr. Forrett mentioned that Paul was  one 
of the first if not the first openly Gay mayors 
in California. The Commander then called on 
Third Vice-Commander James McConnell 
for his report. (The Adjutant reminded the 
Third Vice-Commander that as Third Vice-
Commander he didn’t have as many minutes 
as the Sergeant-at-Arms.) 

Vice Commander McConnell thanked 
everyone for their assistance at the Pilsner 
Bust in July. He reminded everyone that 
there would be one additional Bust at the 
Pilsner on Veterans’ Day, 11 November. 
Look for details. He mentioned that there is 
another fru-fru fundraiser at the Encore 
Lounge this coming Sunday. They will be 
handing out checks for various fundraiser 
conducted over the past few months. 
McConnell said that Post 448 may be getting 
a check in the neighborhood of $900.00. 
Jimmy reported that this year for the AIDS-
Walk, he raised $3,500.00. 

The Commander for Women, Morningstar 
Vancil, was asked to speak. She had nothing 
at that time and the floor was given to the 
Adjutant. 

Adjutant Gaudreau started with the Mem-
bership report. Please see chart on this page. 
Also, the SAL membership now stands at 27 
and the Association membership stands at 
10. 

He received a copy of a letter Kevin W. 
Johnson, City Councilman from the 1st 
Ward, Portsmouth, Ohio, to Mayor Ed Lee 
of San Francisco, strongly supporting the 
Veterans’ position in the War Memorial 
Veterans' Building dispute. The letter was 
read at the Post Executive Committee meet-
ing and passed on to the War Memorial 
Commission for their use. Councilman John-
son is USMC Veteran and a former member 
of Post 448. He is a current paid member of 
the Alexander Hamilton Veterans’ Associa-
tion.  

On the 14th of July, we received a check 

for $250.00 for a beer bust they held in July 
making a total of $580.00 total from the Pow-
erhouse. We took in a total of $245.00 at the 
Pilsner Bust on 29 July. We received a check 
from the Alameda County Leather Corps for 
$553.01 as beneficiaries of their Leather Ele-
gance function in June. Special thanks to Al 
Aden, Dick Manning, and Nina Kaiser. Letters 
of appreciation were sent out in all cases and 
Certificates of Commendation have been pre-
pared for presentation to the Pilsner, ACLC, 
Powerhouse, as well as the Edge which has 
held numerous fundraisers for us this year. 

Finally the Adjutant spoke of the new Bulk 
email software the Post has and the elimina-
tion of the mailed newsletter. For the sake of 
brevity, please see the article on page 5.  

The Commander then opened the question 
of the newsletter to the floor. Vancil made 
comments about women’s involvement, being 
reminded that we want women involved in the 
Post, but they have to show up. A discussion, 
or explanation, of costs ensued. 

FO Forrett moved that beginning with the 
November newsletter, We would go from the 
current system to a PDF emailed newsletter 
and the small balance sent by First Class Mail. 
The motion was seconded and there being no 
further discussion, the question was called and 
the motion passed. 

Vancil brought up the idea of using Face-
book to get out the word on Post functions. 
(Editors note: Facebook, Yahoo, Twitter, or 
any other social networking requires time and 
someone to maintain it. They are not reliable.) 
The Adjutant stated that the best way to con-
tact members is with the new Bulk email sys-
tem. For those non-members that who either 
want our newsletter or want notification of our 
functions, they can give the Adjutant their 
email and be placed on our mailing list.  

Vancil also mentioned upcoming functions 
being sponsored by the Post and full details 
will be posted in the newsletter and emailed 
when received. The Commander confirmed 
the rooms in question were reserved and all 
paperwork has been submitted.  

The Service Officer was absent and the 
Historian had no report. 

The Commander began to deliver his report 
saying that there were two upcoming events 

(Continued on page 4) 

Post 448 Membership Status 

2013 Dues Year 

As of 22 Aug 12 

ONLINE RENEWALS 37 

Mail-in Renewals 76 

Paid Up For Life 38 

Total Paid 151 

Unpaid 85 

Total Memberships 236 

2013 Department Paid Goal 227 66.5% 
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EDITORIAL 

LEGITIMATE RAPE? 

Views expressed in the editorial are solely those of the 

writer and are not necessarily the views or opinions of the officers 

or members of Post 448. 

What the hell is legitimate rape? As opposed 

to illegitimate rape? This whole argument of Rep. 

Todd Akin (R-MO), (can you even believe this 

guy is a Congressman???), throws us back to the 

late 1800s where most Republicans want to be 

anyway. To them the only legitimate rape is one in 

which a woman is beaten to death after trying to 

fight off her assailant! But, she probably deserved 

it because she was wearing pink bloomers. 

According to these Neanderthals, and this 

includes most conservative, right-wing Republi-

cans, an illegitimate rape (or a rape that is not a 

rape), is one in which the victim entices the rapist 

by wearing suggestive clothing, or choses not to 

fight for fear of serious injury or death, or is sex-

ually assaulted by her husband, or a boyfriend 

after she tells him to stop. To these cave dwellers, 

very few rapes are really rape. God help the man  

who is raped. After all, the faggot just got what he 

deserved.  

Give me a break!!! The person who needs to 

be behind bars is the person who advocates the 

whole concept of “legitimate rape”. Can you im-

agine how many men (or women) out there will be 

emboldened by this kind of talk. I just hope that 

there is some sort of solid trail going back to these 

intellectually challenged subhumans so the next 

rape victim can sue their butts off.  

Don’t get me wrong. There are some good 

Republicans out there. Or at least there used to be. 

I’ve been a Democrat all my life. The very first 

vote I ever cast, though, (back when we were still 

using chisel and stone), was for a Republican 

running for the Senate. He was a good, honest, and 

fair man who was a fiscal conservative, but a 

social liberal. Right now, I wouldn’t vote for a 

Republican for dogcatcher! He would probably 

bring back vacuum chambers to kill cats and dogs 

to solve the overpopulation problem. I’m sure that 

he would not condone spaying or neutering or any 

other means that would interfere with an animal’s 

reproductive process.  

With a little reworking of anti-spaying and 

the ultimate solution laws for overpopulation, they 

will solve the overpopulation of the prison system 

too. More babies and fewer prisoners. Think of the 

benefits to the Corporatists. With an over abun-

dance of babies, by the time they are 3 or 4 years 

old, we can put them in factories to work for food 

and housing... well, maybe a mattress. When their 

upkeep outweighs their usefulness, throw them in 

prison and gas the overpopulation. Cycle of life 

solved. It’s called the Profit Solution. 

—  Ernest J Gaudreau 
 Newsletter Editor 

REBUTTALS 

Anyone wishing to submit a rebuttal to any 
editorial may do so by submitting it to adju-

tant@post448.org; Subject: Rebuttal.  

MY TURN 

Do you have something you want to get off 
your chest? Submit your article to adju-

tant@post448.org; Subject: MY TURN.  

All rebuttals and articles should be submit-
ted in .docx, .txt or .pdf formats. The editor re-

serves the right to reject or edit articles for pre-

sentability, but not content. Articles should be no 
more than two columns. 

CAPITOL ONE TO PAY $12M IN CASE 

ON SERVICEMEN 

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart-

ment says Capital One has agreed to pay 

$12 million to resolve allegations the 

bank violated special protections in feder-

al law for members of the military. 

The government says Capital One 

wrongfully foreclosed on some homes 

and improperly repossessed some cars. In 

addition, the government says the bank 

obtained wrongful court judgments 

against some service members and im-

properly denied interest rate relief on 

some credit card and car loans. 

In a settlement under the Service-

members Civil Relief Act, Capital One 

will pay at least $125,000 to each service 

member whose home was unlawfully 

foreclosed upon and at least $10,000 to 

each service member whose vehicle was 

unlawfully repossessed. 

Capital One will provide $5 million 

to service members denied appropriate 

benefits on credit card accounts, auto and 

consumer loans. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
Email updates needed. Be sure we 

have your correct email address. 

Send corrections to: 

adjutant@post448.org  
Please include your full name and address. 

being sponsored by the Post, one for Utopia 
and one for a Native American wellness 
group. Both are being handled by Morn-
ingstar.  

The Commander reminded everyone that 
we had set aside two tentative days in No-
vember, the 17th and 24th. The Post will 
conduct its yearly Ft Miley “Care Package” 
Project in which the Post provides gift bags 
for the most needy of the Veterans at Fort 
Miley, those that most visitors care not to see, 
the Veterans in the Mental Health Ward and 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Ward, as well as the 
few inpatient women veterans. He has noti-
fied Jim McDermott at the VA Center and we 
will distribute. Figures have not been firmed 
up as we need to speak to McDermott and 
Casey Conklin, but we tentatively have 60 
bags for the men and 40 for women. This 
year we will also be doing a BBQ for those 
ambulatory patients. The BBQ will be held in 
back of the hospital in the Golden Gate Na-
tional Recreation Park. Some of the matters 
that must be cleared by the VA Hospital and 
Park Service are the BBQ facilities, accessi-
bility of the area, the distance from the hospi-
tal and how the patients will get there. Com-
mander McConnell reminded everyone that 
this is a very moving and rewarding project 
for the Post and many of the grizzled older 
farts usually end up in tears. Please look for 
detail in the newsletter and on the website. 

The Commander pointed out that there are 
a number of flagpoles in the City that need to 
be re-dedicated. One at the Harvey Milk Li-
brary and another at the Harvey Milk Recrea-
tional Area.  

Volunteers will be needed for this. Further, 
we have been asked again to participate in the 
Castro Patrol. We participated in this service 
and contributed funds about three years ago 
and withdrew after about a year, once the 
Patrol was on its feet. The Commander is 
asking any interested party to head up the 
project and form a committee.  

A volunteer is needed to attend the monthly 
meeting of the Golden Gate Business Associ-
ation. See The Commander. 

A Special Post Executive Committee Meet-
ing is being called for Saturday, 25 August, 
usual time and place. This meeting is being 
call to address the needs of our retrofit move. 
Be there. 

A motion was made to adjourn. The motion 
was seconded and passed. The colors were 
retired at 2007 hrs. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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for political candidates or engage in fund-

raising. Asked if marching in a gay pride 

parade could be considered a “political 

statement,” a senior military official told 

NBC News that the request received a lot 

of attention at the Pentagon and, given 

the “sensitivity of the issue,” permission 

to march was granted.  

 Local commanders previously had 

the authority to grant military personnel 

to wear their uniforms. However, approv-

al at a higher level was granted "now 

since the event has garnered national me-

dia attention," the memo stated.  

 It was a first last year, when active 

duty military personnel joined retirees to 

create a nearly 200-person strong group 

in San Dego's Pride Celebration. They 

wore t-shirts with their branch of the mili-

tary on them. 

 "Today is a great day of Pride! San 

Diego Pride is honored to have the privi-

lege of celebrating our country and our 

servicemembers with dignity and re-

spect," said San Diego LGBT Pride Exec-

utive Director Dwayne Crenshaw in a 

statement. 

 “The fight for equality is not over 

and it is not easy, but this is a giant leap 

in the right direction.” 

(Continued from page 1) MEMBERSHIP VOTES TO END POST 

NEWSLETTER BY NOVEMBER 2012 

In an effort to cut monthly operating 

expenses, the membership unanimously 

voted last night to end the Post newslet-

ter, The Intelligencer, by November of 

2012. 

Now, before everyone panics, the 

digital (emailed) copy of the Intelligencer 

will remain as is, and may even grow 

larger, as without restrictions, an emailed 

copy can be as large as it needs to be, and 

will not be limited to the traditional eight 

pages of the printed edition.  

The advantages of the digital copy is 

that it can be larger, it is in color, and all 

of the internet links in the newsletter are 

live. The digital edition can be received 

by email or downloaded from our website 

on or before the first of each month and 

can be read by an Adobe Reader 

(downloadable free), or several other free 

readers that can read .PDF documents. 

Go to: http://get.adobe.com/reader/?

promoid=BUIGO. There is also another 

PDF reader called Foxit Reader, for those 

of you who are Adobephobic. Foxit is 

also a free program. 

Again, don’t panic. If you do not 

have access to a computer, you can still 

receive a mailed copy of the newsletter. 

The mailed edition will be smaller and 

will only include, the minutes from mem-

bership meetings, the financial report, the 

updated Post calendar, and special an-

nouncements as needed. The new hard 

edition will be sent by first class mail. 

Estimates are that the Post will save 

approximately $300.00 to $350.00 per 

month in printing and mailing costs. Pres-

ently printing and mailing of the newslet-

ter costs $400.00+ per month. The newly 

designed hard edition will cost between 

$50.00 and $75.00 per month. Cost of 

sending out the 200+ copies of the digital 

edition of the Intelligencer, $0.00. 

(Actually, it may cost for new chains to 

tie our Adjutant to his desk. Still, he 

works cheap!) 

This, of course, brings us to an im-

portant point. It is imperative that we 

have your correct email address as well as 

your mailing address. In a test run of our 

new bulk email software, of the 156 

emails we sent out, 22 were returned or 

rejected. Many of these are from mem-

bers using AOL. AOL and a few others 

go overboard in guarding against SPAM. 

Be sure whatever ISP or email software 

you use is properly configured to accept 

all emails from the domain post448.org.  

If you are not sure if we have your 

correct email or mail addresses, write to 

me at adjutant@post448.org, or go to: 

http://www.post448.org/updates001.htm. 

If you don’t have or have forgotten your 

membership number, won’t worry, our 

adjutant will find you.  

Please keep in mind that we need at 

least your correct mailing address, as 

this not only affects delivery of the 

newsletter, but it can and has represent-

ed a loss of revenue for the Post and you 

will not get timely renewal reminders. 

Every year our adjutant receives a mes-

sage from a member wondering why he 

is not getting the newsletter or renewal 

notices, only to find out he has been 

dropped from membership for several 

years because the only address we have 

is an old address. Also keep in mind that 

if you find yourself in this situation and 

are several years behind in your dues, 

you need only pay the current year’s 

dues (2013) in order to be reinstated to 

the Post. It is not necessary to pay back 

dues. 

So, please update your data. If you 

are not sure, update it anyway. 

For those of you who are concerned 

about someone getting your email ad-

dress from the header of a bulk email, 

don’t. We are very concerned about the 

privacy and safety of our members. Our 

bulk email system sends out emails indi-

vidually, i.e. your email address only 

appears on the email you actually re-

ceive and you will not get emails with 

150 email addresses in the email header. 

The new email system also permits 

our Adjutant to tailor emails to specific 

demographics. For instance, if there is a 

beer bust to raise funds for the Post or a 

dinner or other function, we can send 

emails only to those who live in Califor-

nia or the Bay Area who might be inter-

ested in this event. Members in New 

York or Indiana, will not get these 

emails. However, if you still want to get 

all our emails, let the Adjutant know. 

We’ll put you on the list. 

He’s gonna put that thermometer 

where??? 

http://get.adobe.com/reader/?promoid=BUIGO
http://get.adobe.com/reader/?promoid=BUIGO
mailto:adjutant@post448.org
http://www.post448.org/updates001.htm
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 A belated happy 90th birthday to our 

Post member, Dr. Max Schneider, who 

hails from Orange CA. He recently cele-

brated his 90th birthday with a small 

group of 500 closest friends. Dr. Schnei-

der is a veteran of World War II and a 

pioneer in addiction medicine and Gay 

Rights. Happy Birthday from the Offic-

ers and Members of Post 448 and we 

wish you another active 90+ years. 

Post  

      Notes 

       WOMEN IN UNIFORM... 

FIRST FEMALE U.S. ASTRONAUT, SAL-

LY RIDE, COMES OUT IN OBITUARY 

Sally Ride, who died on 23 July 2012 

after a 17-month battle with pancreatic 

cancer, was the first female U.S. astro-

naut in space and became friends with 

Tam O'Shaugnessy at the age of 12. It 

was not until today, however — nearly 50 

years after meeting — that their 27-year 

romantic relationship was made public. 

The pioneering scientist was, a state-

ment from Sally Ride Science announced, 

survived by "Tam O'Shaughnessy, her 

partner of 27 years." 

With that simple statement — listed 

alongside her mother, Joyce; her sister, 

Bear; her niece, Caitlin and nephew, 

Whitney — Ride came out. 

Bear Ride, talking with BuzzFeed, 

said today, "We consider Tam a member 

of the family." 

Saying that her sister was a very pri-

vate person, Bear Ride said, "People did 

not know she had pancreatic cancer, that's 

going to be a huge shock. For 17 months, 

nobody knew -- and everyone does now. 

Her memorial fund is going to be in sup-

port of pancreatic cancer. 

"The pancreatic cancer community is 

going to be absolutely thrilled that there's 

now this advocate that they didn't know 

about. And, I hope the GLBT community 

feels the same," Bear Ride, who identifies 

as gay, said. 

"I hope it makes it easier for kids 

growing up gay that they know that an-

other one of their heroes was like them," 

she added. 

Terry McEntee, a spokeswoman 

from Sally Ride Science, the company 

Ride had formed to provide educational 

materials and programs for schools, con-

firmed told BuzzFeed that there had not, 

to her knowledge, previously been pub-

lished acknowledgment of their relation-

ship. 

Bear Ride, though, said that her 

sister "never hid her relationship with 

Tam. They have been partners, business 

partners in Sally Ride Science, they've 

written books together... Sally's very 

close friends, of course, knew." 

O'Shaugnessy is the chief operating 

officer and executive vice president for 

Sally Ride Science, as well as an emeri-

tus professor at San Diego State Univer-

sity. Sally Ride had previously been 

married to fellow astronaut Steven Haw-

ley in 1982; they divorced in 1987. Ride 

went into space on two missions, first in 

1983 and then again in 1984. 

Of Sally Ride's sexual orientation, 

Bear Ride said, "Sally didn't use labels. 

Sally had a very fundamental sense of 

privacy, it was just her nature, because 

we're Norwegians, through and 

through." 

Calling Ride "a patriot and a pio-

neer," Human Rights Campaign presi-

dent Chad Griffin told BuzzFeed, "For 

many Americans, coming out will be the 

hardest thing they ever do. While it's a 

shame that Americans were not able to 

experience this aspect of Sally while 

alive, we should all be proud of the fact 

that like many LGBT Americans, she 

proudly served her country, had a com-

mitted and loving relationship, and lived 

a good life." 

Of the further implications of to-

day's news, Griffin added: "The fact that 

Sally Ride was a lesbian will further 

help round out Americans' understand-

ing of the contributions of LGBT Amer-

icans to our country. Our love and con-

dolences go out to her partner." 

Asked about those who would have 

opposed legal recognition of her sister's 

relationship, Bear Ride bluntly replied, 

"Who cares about them really? There 

are those who are stubbornly ignorant, 

and if they want to continue in that, God 

bless them, but probably best not to talk 

to my family." 

WASHINGTON — An Army officer 

being promoted to brigadier general 

openly 

acknowledged 

her homosex-

uality on Fri-

day by having 

her wife pin 

her star to her 

uniform, thus becoming the first openly 

gay officer of flag rank in the United 

States military. 

The officer, Brig. Gen. Tammy S. 

Smith, 49, a 26-year veteran of the Army, 

was promoted in a ceremony at the wom-

en’s memorial at Arlington National 

Cemetery. The star was affixed by Tracey 

Hepner, who was a co-founder last year 

of the Military Partners and Families Co-

alition, which “provides support, re-

sources, education and advocacy for les-

bian, gay, bisexual and transgender mili-

tary partners and their families,” accord-

ing to its Web site. 

The couple married in March 2011 in 

the District of Columbia. 

Congratulations from Alexander 

Hamilton Post 448! 

TAMMY S. SMITH BECOMES FIRST 

OPENLY GAY GENERAL 
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2012 Calendar 

of Events 

Dates Events and Locations 

8 Sep 
Executive Committee Meeting 1200 Hrs.; Room 104, Veteran’s War 
Memorial Building 

20 Sep 
General Meeting 1900 Hrs. Room 202, Veteran’s War Memorial Build-
ing. Social hour and light meal begins at 1800 hrs. 

6 Oct 
Executive Committee Meeting 1200 Hrs.; Room 104, Veteran’s War 
Memorial Building 

18 Oct 
General Meeting 1900 Hrs. Room 202, Veteran’s War Memorial Build-
ing. Social hour and light meal begins at 1800 hrs. 

30 Oct Our Adjutant’s 69th Birthday! 

3 Nov 
Executive Committee Meeting 1200 Hrs.; Room 104, Veteran’s War 
Memorial Building 

11 Nov 
Veterans’ Day Parade 1000 hrs and Pilsner Beer Bust, 3:30pm-
6:30pm, Church and Market Sts.  

15 Nov 
General Meeting 1900 Hrs. Room 202, Veteran’s War Memorial Build-
ing. Social hour and light meal begins at 1800 hrs. 

17 Nov Ft Miley Care Package Project and BBQ. Date tentative.  

On most meeting nights, dinner is usully served from 1800 hrs. Come join us... 

50 YEARS LATER—GAYS AND THE 

HOLOCAUST 

By Paul D. Hardman, Ph.D. 

The year 1995 will mark the 50th anni-

versary of the defeat of the Nazi reign of terror 

in Europe. It will mark the founding of the UN 

in the San Francisco War Memorial. 50 years 

ago the world was shocked by the horrors of 

the concentration camps. Millions of Jews 

were slaughtered, as were gypsies and homo-

sexuals, and everyone else who was consid-

ered to be inferior by the Nazis. It is time to 

reflect and remember. It must never be al-

lowed to happen again.  

The persecution of homosexuals during 

the holocaust is of particular interest. Nazi 

homophobia followed a pattern which appears 

to have influenced the Allied Forces and the 

U.S. Military too. We can trace that pattern. 

Take notice that the Nazi hate policies against 

gay  people were continued and then rein-

forced under the Allied Occupation. It is time 

to place the blame and ask questions. 

A brief history will help: In 1791the 

French Constituent Assembly, still under Lou-

is XVI, decriminalized all consenting adult 

sexual conduct, including homosexual sexual 

conduct. The inclusion of these liberal con-

cepts into the Code Napoleon, shortly thereaf-

ter, influence a relaxed attitude, not only in 

Europe, but in Spanish America.  

The German invasion of France, during 

World War II, brought with it the enforcement 

of the homophobic Nazi hate laws. The infa-

mous anti-gay Criminal Code, Paragraph 175 

of the Nazis was introduced and kept in place 

by the Allies. General Charles de Gaulle en-

forced the Nazi like laws to criminalize homo-

sexuality in France, and they were enforced 

until just a few years ago, despite the Code 

Napoleon. De Gaulle was a bigot.  

The origin of Paragraph 175 can be 

traced back to the earlier Prussian Criminal 

Code, Paragraph 143, and similar laws as 

formulated by the German Empire. However, 

the original purpose of those laws was to less-

en the penalty for homosexual conduct from 

death to imprisonment. Prior to the Nazi take-

over, the police in Berlin, for example, ap-

peared to have been indifferent to private 

sexual conduct.  

Germany in the 19th and early 20th Cen-

turies abounded with homosexual rights 

movements. Doctors and attorneys and other 

intellectuals joined together to form all sorts 

of homosexual rights groups. In 1929, the 

Reichstag was on the verge of decriminaliz-

ing homosexual conduct. It was too late. 

The Nazis were coming into power. 

The Russians under the Tsar were in-

different regarding private sexual conduct. It 

was the Soviets under Stalin which criminal-

ized homosexual conduct in 1935, obviously 

influenced by the Nazis. Stalin was a bigot. 

The Allied Command was put under 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower. As the vic-

torious Allied Armies rolled over Germany 

in the final stages of the war, no effort was 

made to inform the troops what military 

intelligence already knew about the death 

camps. Young soldiers were sent to open the 

camps to be confronted by unspeakable 

horror that made the troops nauseous.  

The concentration camps were emptied 

and survivors were eventually granted repa-

rations. But not homosexuals. Approximate-

ly 50,000 homosexuals were re-incarcerated, 

using Nazi logic, and denied reparations. 

This was during Eisenhower’s command. 

From the 1940’s on, there is a marked 

oppression of homosexuals in the U.S. Mili-

tary. The Allied leaders: Stalin, de Gaulle, 

(Churchill) and Eisenhower appear to have 

followed the hate principles inspired by 

Adolf Hitler. Eisenhower had become a 

national hero. We now entered the era of 

McCarthyism, marked by homophobic witch 

hunts in the United States Government. In 

1953, Eisenhower was President. Early in that 

year he issued  Executive Order #10450, 

which demanded that all homosexuals be 

purge from the government. Eisenhower was a 

bigot.  

Bigotry and prejudice are wrong, yet 

homophobia is still with us. To this day, Hit-

ler’s influence can still be seen in the “Don’t 

Ask Don’t Tell” policy currently used the the 

U.S. Military to purge homosexuals from the 

ranks. Perhaps the lessons of World War II 

were not learned after all. It is definitely time 

to reflect and remember. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The preceding article was 

written by Dr. Hardman, a founder of Post 448, in 

1995, prior to the repeal of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell”. 

It implies that all of homosexual problems were an 

offshoot of Nazi and Soviet policies stemming from 

WWII, and the bigoted Allied leaders at the time. 
However, it should be noted that the problems of the 

gay soldier goes as far back as the Revolutionary 

war when Lieutenant Gotthold Frederick Enslin 
became the first soldier to be drummed out of the 

Continental Army for sodomy. Attitudes towards 

Gays were less forceful during the Civil War, but 
again were strictly enforced with the rise of funda-

mentalism during WWI and a general demanded 

that gays be excluded from the military. The crimes 
against Gays in WWII notwithstanding, it seems that 

the inclusion or exclusion of Gays in the military 

was totally dependent upon the “need” of the mili-
tary for bodies. 



Page 8 

SEPTEMBER 2012 DIGITAL EDITION POST 448 INTELLIGENCER 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NUMBER 1008 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Alexander Hamilton Post 448 
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San Francisco CA 94114-0939 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

COMMANDER’S MEMO: 

Comrades, thank you all for allowing 

me to serve as your Post Commander for this 

2013 Legion year. I 

commend all the Post 

Officers both past and 

present for their dedi-

cation to the Ameri-

can gay, lesbian, bi-

sexual and 

transgender veterans 

from WWII, Korea, 

Vietnam, Lebanon, 

Grenada, Panama, 

Bosnia, Iraq, and Afghanistan. We should all 

continue to support the efforts of the Squad-

ron and the Alexander Hamilton Veterans 

Association, as both organizations continue 

to stimulate the Gay Community. So to all of 

the members I say again, thank you for your 

dedication to this American Legion Post, as 

we move forward into the future. Looking 

forward to the Post’s 30th Anniversary in 

2015. 

All my best, 

Commander Benfield 

KEEP US IN THE KNOW! 

 MAILING ADDRESS 

 EMAIL ADDRESS 

ADJUTANT@POST448.ORG 

 Don’t be left out! 

 Get timely renewal notices 

 Digital editions of our newsletter 

 Special membership notices 

 Notice of Post events 

 And more... 

mailto:adjutant@poat448.org

